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MS. EVANS: Good evening, Chairman Hokama, members of the Council. My name is Martha Evans
and I'm here tonight as a community member but | am also the Vice Principal for Lana’i High
and Elementary School, Secondary Division, Grades 6 to 12. There's been a lotta talk about
Weed and Seed. | want to talk to you a little bit about that but | also want you to know that the
life of every child on the island of Lana’i is touched by drugs and alcohol--every child. The
Weed and Seed effort started as a response to some statistics that we were getting . . . um..
as we started to look at discipline referrals at Lana’i High and Elementary School. And as we
started to look at that and started to look at things that were happening within the community

..um. .. one of the programs that some of us had some information about and were really
lnterested in was Weed and Seed. That does not mean that Weed and Seed is coming to
Lana'i. The presentations done by Steve Alm and Maile Kanemaru were part of an effort to
take a look at options that were available for a community such as ours. | think we all
recognize that Weed and Seed has been very successful in Kalihi-Palama and if you listen to
Principal Charlotte White talk about what Weed and Seed and for that community and for
Kaiolani Elementary School, you would want Weed and Seed in your community too. But we
do realize that it is a Federally-funded program and as such ...um... it goes into areas
where there is the greatest need. | think what we're looking at is a program that can do the
things that Weed and Seed does and we know that no matter what program we get, it is
absolutely important that each and every one of us get involved. It's not the program that
makes the difference. You all know this. It's not the program that makes the difference ‘cause
the program provides the outline--it's the people who get involved. And so, we were really
excited on March 8", when 50-plus people showed up at the first meeting at 3 o'clock in the
afternoon or 2:30-- forget what time it was--but 50-plus community leaders, business people,
service providers showed up at that first meeting. And then at 5:30 in the afternoon or
5 o’clock in the afternoon, we had over 100 community members here. | want you to know that
the excitement has continued. We had a follow-up meeting on March 22™ at which time, over
50 people showed up and signed up for programs such as neighborhood watch. There's

.uh... a couple of young ladies who are interested in helping with the teen pregnancy
issue. There are people who are interested in, in helping with all kinds of things. So Lana’i is
ready to take charge. And in fact, last week, Sergeant John Koenaole who is with Weed and
Seed Kalihi-Palama brought over some of his explorers and they did a community
neighborhood patrol, from what | understand. | was not on-island for that--and then the next
day--they did a Keiki ID. So, the people in Lana’i are ready. They, they realize that the life of
every single child on this island is touched by drugs and alcohol and they're ready to make
comit.., a commitment and make a difference. So we invite you. Our next meetlng is on
April 12th and then they'll be a follow-up meeting with Judge Raffeto and . Lillian
Koller Schmidt on May 11" and we ask you to please join us. And | will be |n touch with
Councilman Hokama'’s office to make sure that you get that information and that you get that
information. | too got the same call that Nani got from John Kinimaka to remind me that it was
important that we testify on behalf of Drug Court. From the information that John has brought
from . .. the, the information that has been shared and from experiences that | have had with
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people--both in and out of my family--who have been involved in drugs, | know that Drug Court
provides the best alternative and | ask for your support of that program. | understand that they
are getting that CDBG grant but | ask for your continued and additional support of that program
because it's a program that can work.

| also would like to ask for your support of the youth center. The life--remember--the life of
every single child on the island of Lana’i is touched by drugs and alcohol. One of the ways to
help our children to dream, to aspire, to look for alternatives . . . is to provide them with those
role models. Provide them with those programs. Provide them with the opportunities that they
don’t otherwise get--and the youth center provides those opportunities. | am really excited
about this idea of a multipurpose community center and | would really like to see the youth
center expanded as a part of that. | would also like to see--Councilmember Johnson--a skate
park on the island of Lana’i. It's interesting, over the past few weeks, kids from Maui have
been visiting and they’re, they come on campus with their skateboards and say, “can | ride this
here--well, why don’'t you folks have a skate park” and so | want to plant that idea in your
minds too. Our kids, | mean, come to my office tomorrow morning--if you’re gonna be here
tomorrow morning--and you will see an assortment of skateboards and scooters because
that's where they get to park ‘em. Okay. So, it's popular on this island and it's something that
possibly would go over really big with our kids. Again, providing opportunities for them.

| want to support the appropriation for the new police station. | want to tell you that Lieutenant
Johnson and his staff have been doing a bang-up job here and we're very pleased. The
school is very pleased with the support that we get from the Police Department and | wanna
congratulate them and ask you to please support our efforts to give them a home that is
deserving of their presence.

And the last thing | wanted to talk about was the 21% Century Community Learning Center
Grant that | was in touch with Councilman Hokama about. Lana’i High and Elementary
School, along with all of its partners, has submitted a grant proposal for the 21% Century
Community Learning Center Grant. Some of you are familiar with that. Councilman Kawano,
Moloka'i has one of those grants. And it is--the grant is about keeping the lights on in schools
after the school closes down. So, it's providing extended time--extending learning
opportunities--not only for the children but for the members of the community. And ...um. ..
| want you to know that the school is trying to do their part and we appreciate everything that
the County does to help support the people of Lana’i because . . . the life of every child on the
island of Lana’i is touched by drugs and alcohol. Thank you. Thank you for coming. Thank
you for hearing me out.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Martha. Questions for Ms. Evans? Ms. Johnson?
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COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. |just wanted to let you know a little bit about that skate parks.
One of the things that our Council submitted was a hazardous liability reform at the State level.
There are--I guess there’s one part of it that's left and that may be the beach liability part. Our
biggest problem with providing the skate parks County-wide is the huge expense with regard to
the liability insurance and we have YMCA running the two--actually, | guess it's just only two
right now--the skate parks and they’re trying to open the one in Lahaina. Our other problem is
also finding monitors. Because even when you open the skate park, there are no monitors
who are able to really work for free because, you know, we can'’t really count on volunteer help.
So what we'd like to do is find partnerships in the community. So if you have any individuals
that would be willing to either work with boys or girls club or YMCA, please come forward and
we'll try and do something. And it may be that we can’t do a full-on spine ramp but we may be
abletodo ...um... just one of the street courses or something. And we’re also having our
Corporation Counsel and our Risk Manager look into the possibility of operating those where
they're a passive park, where we don't actually have to have monitors in place. So, they're
looking into that. So, | just wanted to give you the latest.

MS. EVANS: Thank you very much.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: You're welcome.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Anything else for Ms. Evans? Seeing none, thank you very much, Martha.
MS. EVANS: Thank you very much.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Next, we have Mr. Pat Reilly.

MR. REILLY: Good evening. Councilman Hokama--welcome home. Friends, Council members,
fellow teachers--good to see you. | appreciate everything the County has done. | ... |, I'm
testifying as a resident, having lived here and worked at this school for over 20 years. | looked
at the census--3,164 residents of Lana’i. Now, that's the one that's due to demographics for
redistricting. | came 20 years ago--it was 2,400. Where will it be 20 years from now? The
issues you're talking about have to do with human beings and | know we’re talking a lot about
CIP projects but the purpose of the CIP project is to deal with the human beings that are going
to exist on this island and how they will function with each other--drugs and alcohol, crowding.
And I'm gonna bring up one issue--housing. There are no houses on Lana’i. If you can’t, don’t
have houses, you don't have professionals. You don’'t have people who can live and help
other people. We're outta houses. The company’s not building houses and the company is
the main owner of this island and the main employer. Teachers’' cottages--we're outta
teachers’ cottages. They're gonna tear down those two cottages at the front and Lieutenant
Johnson--when he was teaching there, here 20 years ago--used to room with me in those
teachers’ cottages. We have, potentially, 60 teachers on Lana’i next year . .. 700 students.
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When | came--500--went down to 435. The point I'm trying to make is . . . um ... we need to
think outside the box in terms of planning. When Councilman Arakawa asked about the
placement of the youth center--that's a very good question--because the whole community
plan is based on what the Corporation has in mind for this community and we're so used to
thinking about the community surrounding Dole Park. That's the center of our community--and
| agree with you--that's where kids need to be. In the old days, | guess is . . . everybody went
to the store, the kids played in . . .(end of tape, start 2A). . . the little league field and everybody
was convenient. But now this community is growing and I'm not sure whether we have a
concept yet of what a larger, broader community will look like. Will we break down into three or
four sub-communities? Will we have a new community at Manele Bay? Will we have a new
community at Ko'ele? And above those--when they sell the 750 luxury homes--will we have
sub-communities here in the, in this small town? So, what I'm, and what I'm encouraging us to
do is try to think about that in terms of the future. We have--and | think maybe Mr. Winston
could verify--over 100,000 visitors to this island every year and yet we're still isolated. We're
isolated because of, of airfares--$160 to get off this island, roundtrip for one child to travel--
unless, through the grace of Expeditions, our teams and kids can travel to Maui through that
process. So in one sense, as we grow and these things are building, | can tell you--from
working at the school--our children and our community is still isolated. Parents are working
very hard and we need some other people in the community. When you ask for volunteers, |
don’t know if there are people available to take care of the school, to run the hospital, to do the
service providers, to run Drug Court. I've always hoped that we could find a way that the
County and the State could somehow commingle funds or something. So, you can set up--
yes, some buildings--but also some programs because you’re gonna need to take care of
people to run these things. Even with the youth center ... um . .. |, | thought school in Japan
for a year and everywhere | traveled, they would have centers where children can come--boys
on one end, girls on the other. They had the furros. They had a family that lived there that
prepared meals and kept the place nice. Well, who's gonna care for these facilities? Who's
gonna make sure that they're clean, well maintained and they don't revert to just sleeping on
dirty mattresses and ...um... we'll have the same problem that we have now? So
...uh ... that's a long-winded Irish way of saying, we need to think about the future. One of
the critical issues | haven't heard tonight is housing. And |, | just need to emphasize that, that
housing is critical here and the price of housing has gone up significantly, probably not
compared to Maui. But...um. .. when you look at the company plans--they’'re gonna build a
spa; they're gonna expand some other places. Maybe, we're gonna have an airport
expansion. We might have ... working on the harbor and what's happening is, those
individuals who come to the community with strong per diems--for instance, construction
workers. Those companies are coming in. They're giving their workers good money--$1200 a
month rent. | don’t know who, you know, who's--what people can afford to come here? And
with hunting--the issue with hunting is--some people would just as soon not rent their house
long term because those 26 weeks of hunting are sufficient to provide a fairly decent income
and it's a good economy for the regular folks on this island. So, I'm encouraging to think about
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some planning and how we get qualified human beings over here to help out--run the
programs--after we build the facilities and we set these programs up. Thank you for coming. |
appreciate it.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Pat. Any questions for Mr. Reilly? Mr. Arakawa?

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Hey, Pat--you can’t get away that easy. You know when we were
doing the community plans . . . and a lot of my emphasis is to try and work with the plans that
we came out with as a community, which is why I'm, you know, pretty much questioning why
we're moving the community center. Along with that, we also looked at a lotta housing coming
up. And from what you're telling me, the housing isn’t, isn’t able to keep up--or the creation of
housing isn’t able to keep up--with the population growth. Is that what you're really saying?

MR. REILLY: Well, | think, what you have is several sub-issues. One, | think, you're going to have a
Hawai'i, Hawaiian Home Lands housing development over here. That may take care of
people who wish to purchase homes and I'm not sure--frankly, I'm not as familiar with that
...um. .. to know whether that would be strictly Lana’ians or whether people from all over
the State will be participating in purchasing and building those homes. | can tell you that as far
as hiring 60 teachers from the school--if we have a turnover of one-third of the teachers every
year, a lot of that turnover is based on no housing. Teachers cannot find a way to, to buy into
this community and stay around and participate in the community. They're stuck in teacher
cottages or in the Iwiole projects or the quads. And the company has promised to develop
those but I'm telling you that a lot of teachers will come and say, I'm sorry | can't live, | can’t
find housing. And the administration will tell you the same thing, that they cannot hire teachers
because housing is not available and . . . te.., hiring teachers is a little weird because it doesn'’t
always happen in August. It might happen in September. It might happen in October. And if
those housing, if that housing is not available and the company needs to save its housing for
its hotel workers, then you have no other place to live in the community. There are not just
rentals. You, you can read the board. There are, there are just no rentals around.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So what you're telling me is, the housing that was promised during
the community plan process--when we were, when we were discussing where the housing
should be and the numbers of houses--that is not being produced at the rate it was supposed
to be?

MR. REILLY: | think . ..

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Or are you telling me . . .
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MR. REILLY: Yeah, | ... yeah, I'm not challenging the company on that. | ... Lalakoa was done.
Right? That was completed. Iwiole was done. The quads are done. | think what you’re
confronted with is the community is growing faster than anticipated--

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay.

MR. REILLY: --and the need for housing is growing in an unanticipated way and we need to take a
look at that.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. So you're saying that the housing is being--was
being--completed but the community is growing faster?

MR. REILLY: That's...
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So, therefore, we need . ..
MR. REILLY: That's my belief, right now.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: We may have to be looking at Lana’i as one of the few that we
come in with and try and do affordable housing?

MR. REILLY: Something? I...uh...yeah. |, I-that's where I'm going. Or, or some way of working
with the company and the State to try to at least address that need for housing because it, it is
a problem here.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. And in the process--this budget process--we really . . . it's a
time we have to look at whether or not where we’re gonna try and do--

MR. REILLY: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --housing again, 'cause we pretty much have stepped back from
doing affordable housing. And . ..

MR. REILLY: | understand that.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: What you’re proposing is--
MR. REILLY: Take a look at it, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --us taking a look at it again?
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MR. REILLY: Take a look at it, again.

COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. So, thank you very much.
MR. REILLY: Thank you. Yeah.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Reilly--hold on. Mr. Molina?

MR. REILLY: Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Hi. How's it going there, Pat? You mentioned ...uh... two
teachers’ cottages being done away with?

MR. REILLY: Right. So, with the expansion of the school population to 700 and with the Felix
Consent Decree, we've gone from 30 teachers to 60 teachers--no place to live. However,
those two cottages were condemned because they had led paint. So under law, they must be
destroyed. We're gonna put classrooms there. That . .. our push for classroom space in the
school is such that we’ve been working for a year or two with the Department to try to get land
and | think the Council did provide us--in the plan--with land beyond the baseball field for
possible school expansion. That is desperately needed and we're still working at that as--and
you know how long that takes to go through that process. So, probably ... we have a
commitment from--Principal Myers said the DOE and the Community Housing and
Development Corporation has committed to build, to destroy those two houses, take that,
those led cottages away. Unfortunately, they are great old houses and we're gonna put two
portables there . . . and they will be used, probably, for Felix services. Our Felix class students
are now in a, in a population of 700 students. We have over 150 Felix |I.D.E.A. students. We
have therapists coming to this--when | first came, | was the only counselor for the whole school
K to 12, 500-plus kids. Now, we have 10 Special Ed. teachers--therapists--6 or 7 therapists
supposed to be coming, if they can find therapists. Therapists won’'t come here. They can't
afford to come. They can't live here, so they--guess what they do--they go back and forth on
the boat everyday. And we've had therapists say, “| can’t afford to come to Lana’i; | don’'t make
enough money off my cases to pay for my airfare and serve these kids”. So if you want people
to invest in a community, you gotta let “‘em live here ... and feel that they can live--on the
salary that they get--they can live here and afford to live here, raise their families here and
invest in the community. This constant itinerant process, which is part of the hotel industry and
it's also part of the school. Guess what you get? An itinerant community. And guess who gets
hurt? The kids.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. So, Pat, | bet you've been here for what . . . uh ... how many
years?
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MR. REILLY: Twenty-two.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: In 22 years, you've just seen this increasing turnover of teachers each
year and it's . . . uh . . . specifically caused by the housing shortage and the cost of living here?

MR. REILLY: Well, that's not the only reason.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah.

MR. REILLY: Lana'iis not for everybody. Lana'iis a rural area and not everybody enjoys the Lana’i
lifestyle. You know, they'd rather be in Honolulu and do whatever Honolulu has to offer but . . .
you all, but the expansion--the need for more people--from 30 teachers to 60 teachers. How
many--now you have a dialysis unit. You have more nursing services. You have Straub Clinic.
You're gonna have an increased police force . .. uh . .. social services. This was the whole
issue in the development, right? As you develop, who gets the, who gets the strain? The
social service support agencies. And where does that money come from? Bingo--the County
and the State. So now--I, and 1, | can reflect on the CDFL. | was a Charter member and | think
Mr. Goro Hokama was a Charter member 15 years ago when we ford.., when we formed
that--a coalition of people concerned about alcohol, tobacco and drugs in this community. At
that point, there was no serious concern because the evidence wasn’t there yet. Now
you--you hear tonight--every child is touched by alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in this
community. The company is very concerned. They've, they've, they've now come out and
said, “oh we are very concerned about drugs and alcohol in the workplace”. Law enforcement
with Weed and Seed is now very concerned, because the cases are building. So, the concept
of coalition has already been there--but now you have a concern and now people are willing
now to come together to try to tackle this problem. And you, what you have is 3,164 people. |
think, by next time, you can bet 5,000 on Lana’i. And what, what does that mean for State,
State and County revenues and services coming to this island? And what burdens will you
guys have to take from your budgets to ensure that people in Lana’i are served?

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thanks, Pat, for your concerns and . . . uh . .. good luck. | know you
have some other pressing issues this Thursday.

MR. REILLY: Coming up, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: And | can safely speak for the rest of the members of this Council--you
guys got our support and wish you success in your financial endeavors with the State.

MR. REILLY: Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Any other questions for Mr. Reilly?
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COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: | had one question.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Ms. Johnson?

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: 1 just wanted to ask you, Pat. Would you have any guess as to how
many units we might be able to . . . you know, let's say--

MR. REILLY: Well, I ...

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: --what the need would be for just to kind of fill this gap that we're
looking at? Do you have any idea?

MR. REILLY: See ... | mean it’s, it's hard for me, because | think when you talk about affordable
housing . ..um ... my assumption is you're talking maybe about what formerly was called
Section 8 and whether people would qualify to go into those homes. That's one issue--who
could get into those homes? But | think there, you know--in terms of number of units--if going
into those homes opened up some other homes to allow something else to happen, you know,
probably, you know, 50 units would help ... something like that, 50 units would help. But
...um. .. again, | think it would depend on who qualifies to go into those homes and what
kind of housing you’re talking about.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thanks so much. I, | know we'’re facing similar problems on West
Maui that the hotel workers--we have--cannot afford to live in West Maui and then our tax base
is also rising.

MR. REILLY: Exactly.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So it's creating an even worse situation for all of us and . . .

MR. REILLY: And | know that happens--

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: It's not an easy . ..

MR. REILLY: --in other resort communities around the nation but it's something that we have to
tackle in terms of, there is no suburbs here. It's all right here. If it doesn’t happen here, it
doesn’t happen. They just leave.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: No. We're, we are trying to work on that and be a little bit more

proactive and . . . uh ... | know that myself and other Council members too really share your
concerns 'cause we've heard a lotta people speak about similar issues.
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MR. REILLY: Okay, thank you very much.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thanks very much.
MR. REILLY: | appreciate it.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much. Just to let you know, Pat. We have been told by the
Department of Housing and Human Concems that there are over 1,000 affordable housing
units yet to built to fulfill conditions of approval in the County of Maui. Okay. Next is Mr. Sol
Kaho'ohalahala.

MR. KAHO OHALAHALA: Aloha again, Council members, Chairman Hokama. I'm gonna go real
quickly just to support some of the other projects that have come before you earlier . . . Aloha
Festivals - 10,000, E Malama | Na Keiki O Lana’i Preschool - 65,000. Justa,justa...uh...
a thought on that--this preschool was started over 25 years ago, when this community was still
a pineapple plantation community. And it was unheard of that preschools would be here to
take care of the early childhood development in families because that had always been
relegated to either the grandparents or the aunty and uncle who stayed home. But through
this one effort, three people put the preschool together and today, we can only tell you that it's
needing much more help because that need has grown in the last 25 years. So, please
support the E Malama | Na Keiki O Lana'i because that’s truly what they are doing is they are
here to malama the children of Lana’i in every way.

The Lana'i Youth Center expansion. | can tell you that I've gone to the Lana’i Youth Center to
help do some of the kinds of Lana'i stories that they would like to have as part of their
programs to offer the youth. In the one day that | was there, over 25 kids came charging in
from outdoors to fill that only one center space within the youth center and it was full. Okay.
So, we had to rearrange the place. We had to move tables away so that there would be more
seating space on the floor to accommodate that many kids, who learned about Lana’i, who
sang songs about Lana’i, and gotto get a . . . uh . . . an appreciation for their island home. So
the need is, is really there. And as you heard--the youth center--so | want to support any
efforts for an expansion in space or even location or a new, new building.

The Lana'i Police Department. It was an issue when | was on the Council. ... (chuckleq) . . .
It's still an issue now . .. and | would hope that this would be the year that you would help to
move that forward and accommodate the Police Department in every way that they need.
What Georgina brought up earlier was correct. Location was a main concern for that Police
Department well over three years ago and it was because we felt that the best place for the
Police Department was to be located within the core of Lana’i City. That's where they’'re most
visible. That's where most of our activities occur. That's where most of our businesses are
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located. So, therefore, it just made sense to keep them on, in the, the, the central location of
the town. So, | wanna continue that support for the Police Department with that vision.

The Lana’i Community Center. As most of the people have indicated tonight, except a few
privileged that were part of the Mayor's Advisory Council who sat with him on Saturday--as |
understand--are aware of plans for community center development. What | want to talk about
is, | am in full support of a community center. Especially one that is going to have a certified
kitchen because many of our ...uh... organizations on Lana’i are being challenged right
now with the Health Department's requirements for having food prepared in a certified
kitchen--especially when they're being sold out in community events--and we have a
marketplace every weekend now of which food is prepared. We would not want anything to
occur that is going to be of a health issue but of the--on the other hand, we wouldn’t want them
to be embarrassed to, to be shut down in the process of an event going on. So the way to
accommodate that is to make sure that we prepare it and have for them the kind of facility with
a certified kitchen. So, I'd say that the community center should have that. There was funding
a year ago, a year and a half ago, to look at putting a certified kitchen in the current Lana’i
Recreation Center and that funding has gone and passed by and has lapsed and nothing was
done to, to move it into that direction. So, | am saying that--let's not miss . . . uh . . . looking at
that important need in the community. And, and when it's appropriated, then we gotta start to
use the monies to, to implement that. Okay. The thing that | wanna talk about is the location
of the community center. And again, I've heard several comments for and against the location.
What | wanna express to you is that this community was built with it being focused centrally.
The oldest pictures that you will see of Lana’i has built Lana’i City--it was, at one time,
considered the only real planned community because everything is built within the core of the
town. Everything was focused in through town and that’s, in part, the reason why the police
station was an issue because we wanted it to still be in the, the core of town. We talked in the
Lana'i Community Plan . .. uh ... development that we would expand the core of Lana’i City
to make it into a “T", where we would now incorporate “llima Avenue and moving down south
to the location of the, the current seniors’ housing. And that all of what used to be the
plantation yard would be the most logical way to expand Lana’i’'s central community--whether it
be for commercial, park, or even housing for elders to be located within that--and we had
included that in our community plan as a way of trying to keep the, the central focus in to town.
Now, | heard a comment about the community changing and the population increasing and,
therefore, perhaps that we need to look at some other plan that might consider other
communities--like the Manele community or the Ko'ele community. | think--if we lose sight of
what this community was essentially created with or the concept--then, in fact, we have now
changed Lana’i from its own fabric to become some place other than it really was and you'll
see the, the, the little whittling away. If we take these kinds of opportunities for community to
be moved outside and located elsewhere from the core, we are going to see a change within
this community that's going to be more impacting than we realize. And those unintended
consequences perhaps will mean losing that whole community in itself because now we no
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longer need to be--we no longer need to be brought in together to feel ac.., as a community
once more. So lwanna ...uh...leave you with that thought about the need for a community
center. But yes, | think it needs to be a community-centered facility that's gonna be centered
to always remind us that this is one community that was built around its activities, built around
its commercial activities, built around a park--and that's why we have Dole Park. If there is a
community center built, the question is how will it accommodate all of these other needs that
we have, like multi-services. Now, we're talking about housing students, traveling ... um. ..
all of those things and then perhaps looking at attaching a youth center to that. While we are
looking at a, a, a whole new kind of facility but | would say, let's take a look once more within
the core of Lana'i City and see whether or not that's not possible to be accomplished. And
make it . ..uh ... keep that or bear that part in mind because | think that's what Lana’i has
been built around and that's what we need to consanly.., constantly be reminded of is our
central family of, of activities, work, and to live around. So, anyway, that's my, my two cents
about the community center. ‘

| will also wanna support . . .um . .. your continued funding of Moku'ula. | see Moku'ula on
Maui as, as one of the most significant projects for historic restoration and that the story of
Moku'ula is also Lana'i’s story. It's also Moloka'i’'s story. It is part of Maui Nui’s story. So, |
am here to support that--even though it's located on the island of Maui--because everything
that it will talk about is going to include who we are on Lana’i, Kaho'olawe and Moloka’i.

So, two . . . maybe three other things. | want to support . .. um.. . . the Drug Court. When that
project was funded by the State legislature--when it was called the Maui County Drug
Court-we did not expect that this program would leave the island of Lana'i and Moloka’i out.
Now, it was due to insufficient funds to have that program accommodate those people on
Moloka'i and Maui and that would have required the Moloka’i or the Lana’i person--who might
qualify for this program--to have to relocate, find a place to live on Maui on their own in order to
be ...uh. .. to access the Maui Drug Court. So, here’s a program that | think is wonderful.
it's something that we need. But it needs to be supported and expanded so that when we talk
about Maui Nui, we are not talking about Maui only. We are talking about four islands that are
related--Lana’i, Moloka'i, Maui and Kaho'olawe. So, keep that in mind when you're looking at
these projects that are inten.., have well intentions but have now--for some the lack of funding
or without the foresight of inclusiveness, have just by that action--left out islands like Lana’i
and Moloka'i. So, | wouldn’t want that to continue.

| wanna talk about something that | think we rely on and that's transportation here on Lana’i.
We've talked about the lack of air transportation. We've talked about the cutting back of
services by a current airlines. So, for the island of Lana’i, it makes the Expeditions one of the
most reliable resources for transportation that the people of Lana'i depend on. But beyond
that, | would like to propose that the Council look at an expansion of what ferry services are
currently being offered to the residents of Lana’i, so that they may also be ... uh ... systems
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available to the residents of Maui and Moloka'i. Granted that Moloka'i is going to be up and
running . . . uh . . . with a new ferry that's being built and is, is now here in Hawai'i. But all that
does is it connects Moloka'i to Maui and the Expeditions connects Lana’i to Maui. What |
foresee is that some of the alternative modes of transportation within Maui County should
move ferry systems like this well beyond just a point-to-point--meaning that a person on Lana’i
should be able to get into Lahaina, as perhaps a hub, and be able to transfer on another ferry
system, that might take them to Moloka'i. Or that same person might come into Maui and
want to access Ma'alaea, central Maui, or want to access south Maui. And even accessing
north Maui, through Kahului, that these opportunities for alternative modes of transportation
when we’re experiencing the cutback in many of the, our airline flights to keep Maui County
intact. So, | would say I'd like you to consider supporting an expansion of transportation in this
particular mode by boat that will allow us to move freely between our three islands and into
several different ports on Maui. So that it would be an available mode of transportation that
helps people to move themselves and their goods and if you know Lana’i people--that’'s very
important and even for Moloka'i. So, I'd like you to, to support that idea in the, in the overall
view of alternative transportation within Maui, especially West Maui. Okay.

And then ...um ... two more things. One, | wanna do a plug for telecommunications and |
woul.., | would like the Council to continue their support in the i.., in the area of
telecommunications. But | would like it to be realized as--we initiated on the Council many
years ago--not only a live feed to the proceedings at the Council but also an opportunity for a
live and interactive, so that | could be here at this mic talking to you while you're sitting in the
Council Chambers giving my three minutes of testimony and be able to interact with you and
have, answer questions that you may have. And make that a system thatis ... um.. . abasic
requirement for our County because we are the only County of islands and, therefore, we
should be looking at those kinds of opportunities to keep us connected so that we are always
in touch--whether we’re on the same island or we’re on our separate Maui Nui islands and still
being able to, to be in touch. Because if | can convince you as a policymaker on an idea that's
really great and | have this last minute opportunity to be connected to you--even if | cannot
physically be on Maui--and | can help you to see that point of view and have you support that
idea and pass it, to me, that is what the access to government is all about. And so | would say
give us that opportunity in our County--not in any other County--just ours’ Maui Nui to access
and make telecommunications a basic requirement for how we run County business and
policymaking.

And then the last plug | have and I'll--I'll be quiet after this--is we have never ever considered
Kalaupapa as someplace that we should support or give any consideration for, for supporting.
| would like to make a plea for the Council to consider looking at some of the ideas and the
programs that the, that the residents of Kalaupapa have had. Granted ...uh ... they are a
program that's administered under the State Department of Health and that most of their
funding comes directly from the State Legislature, the idea is that we are still a part of those
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communities and the people that are, are, are part of Kalaupapa and ...um... they need
some help. So, beyond what they are currently getting, | think . .. uh. .. if the Council would
consider looking at some of those additional requirements or needs that the residents of
Kalaupapa may have, | would ask you to take a look at that. And as we have supported State
programs in other areas like Miconia and like the-we've helped the Federal parks to do the,
the ...um...the ...um... the lands that are there by Ma'alaea, where we supported the
putting up of barriers to protect those environments. These are Federal programs. These are
State programs. This County was the one that took the step and a very proactive one to help
those programs because ultimately those areas are gonna be our resources. So, | think that
was far out that, that the Council did this. Now, I'd like to ask the Council to look even closer to
home to some of those other people that live within our islands. They are a part of who we
are. They have just been divided out to be dealt with separately and perhaps ...um.. . they
could use some help if we would begin taking a look at Kalaupapa. So, I'd like to ask you to
consider that.

And lastly, | think, in all of this day, in all of the, the things that everyone has asked for
tonight--whether it's in facilities, whether it's in employment, whether it's in housing--1 think that
the, you should consider looking at all of these requests in terms of their sustainability. And
always consider how these, these new programs, how these current programs are gonna be
able to be around for a long, long time and what their impact may have on the economics of
our people in Maui County. If you think that a program implemented that's being asked for
cannot sustain itself and cannot have a positive impact on the economics then it's something
that you should consider either changing or not funding at all. And then if it has an impact
negative on the environment of our Maui Nui community then it should be something that
should look for what positive outcomes would come. And that should be also basic
requirements in how you make your policy for any requests that come before you as a Council.
So, with that, | want to thank you folks for allowing me to speak and mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Kaho'ohalahala. Any questions for Sol? Seeing none, thank you
very much.

MR. KAHO'OHALAHALA: Thank you.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .
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CHAIR HOKAMA: That is the end of our testimony this evening, Lana’i. And on behalf of the
Council, we thank you for your presence and we thank you for sharing your thoughts.
And--any announcements by the members? Seeing none, thank you very much and good

night. This meeting is adjourned.

ADJOURN: 9:12 p.m.

APPROVED BY:

DG

G. RIKI HOKAMA, Chair
Budget and Finance Committee

cow:min:010402:pm Transcribed by: Pauline Martins
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